] \ I > i. ~~ Ba] f ~ 
I | ql J Dd. — 5 i i mY | 4 Vy a: | ; 
the official match magazine of the South Melbourne Soccer Club FREE 
April Edition 

Cover Story a S x 


4 23, Proud Major Sponsor 


NATIONAL 


Season 1999-2000 


The Worlds 
most famous hoot 


Pum 


aa ek 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
SOCCER CLUB 


Bob Jane Stadium 
25 Albert Road Drive 
Albert Park, Victoria. 


Postal Address 
RO. Box 1349 
South Melbourne 
Victoria 3205 


Tel: (03) 9645 9797. 
Fax: (03) 9645 9796 


President 


Secretary’ 

Nick Sagiakos 
Géneral Manager - 
Damien Phillips 


Paull Trimbolt , 
Maret Program 


* Melbourhie Soccer Club, or 


Soccer Australia. "1° 0: 


does not accept liability for any & 


or damage for publication:or omissia 


of any material. 


Web site: 
www.southmelbournesc.com.au 


E-Mail 
info@southmelbournese.com.au 


Welcome to the final edition of “In Blue and 
White" for the 1999/2000 season. We are 
now in the “final stretch of a long and 
arduous seasoh with recent results 
suggesting that making the Top 6 Finals 
Series is going to be most difficult. 
However we are still not without a chance 
of making it and look forward to the next 
month of soccer. 


Aside from having to win virtually every 

match, we will need to rely on the teams 

above us on the ladder to lose as well. This 

is always a difficult situation to be placed 

in, having to rely on others to fall over. All 

the team can do from here on in, is to concentrate on their games and not worry 
about everybody else. 


+Qff the field, we are continuing to work towards ensuring the future of the Glub. 
Whilstitis easy for peopte to suggest that we need to spend the money from Brazil 
on buying new players, they need to understand that player payments have 
increased dramatically in the past three years, particularly with the introduction of 
new teams such as Northern Spiritand Parramatta Power. 


With the increase in player payments, clubs need to increase their income, which in 
most cases is very difficult and will in best case scenarios only allow them to break 
even. In our case, if costs continue to rise and income doesn't meet the projected 
expenditure, the money from Brazit will be gone in only three to four years. 


Recently, the Club held two strategic planning days, with more to come, which was 
Most beneficial to all concerned and allowed us to identify where the Club is 
realistically situated at the moment, what the future holds for the Club, and what 
needs to be done forthe Club to meet those future expectations, 


To meet the rise in expenditure, the Club has obviously identified the need to 
increase the traditional forms of revenue, which includes sponsorship, 
membership, gate takings, merchandise and special functions. 


To assist the Club in achieving these increases in revenue generation, we have 
identified the need to improve the facilities at Bob Jane Stadium, especially in 
ing of a covered seated grandstand on the eastern side of the 


The Club is currently holding talks with rounds owner's, the State Government 
and its representatives Parks Victoria, in working towards achieving this goal. 
Preliminary plans have been drawn up and presented to these officials, with further 
meetings to continue. 


If successful, the Club will be able to provide soccer fans with one of the best 
facilities in Australia and will hopefully introduce new supporters to the Club, which 
inturn will increase the other key elements in our revenue generation to ensure the 
long-term viability of the South Melbourne Soccer Club. 
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The South Melbourne Soccer Ciub promotes a Smoke-Free environment 


"Disappointing and frustrating is the only way to describe our last period of 
games. After beating the Melbourne Knights 4-0 and finally climbing into 
the Top Six for the first time this season, 2 Losses and a Draw have again 
put us in a vulnerable position. 


Although we had lost Andy Vlahos, Michael Curcija and Con Blatsis after 
the Knights game, | still felt we would be strong enough to hang on to our 
position in the Top Six. Unfortunately, we have fallen well short of that and 
now face the prospects of missing the finals all together. 


With 7 games to go, however, the opportunity is there for us to still have a 
strong finish and make an impact this season. Adelaide City and Perth 
Glory our next two opponents will be very tough and both have huge 
motivation to pick up some points against us, and we will have to play well 
to deny them. Following these successive games at Bob Jane Stadium, we 
have two remaining home fixtures against Bottom of the table Sydney 
United, as well as a tough encounter against Finals contender, Newcastle 
Breakers on the final day of the season. In addition, we also meet cross- 
town rivals Carlton at Olympic Park for our two away clashes. 


Can | also take this opportunity to welcome Elias Demourtzidis to the club 
and wish him the very best as he begins his South Melbourne career. | 
have no doubt it will be a successful one. 


Notice 


1. Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is prohibited at all times 
and offenders will be prosecuted. 


2. All spectators are requested to vacate the ground within 15 minutes of the 
final game. 

3. Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised persons 
who remain after the stipulated time. 

4, The setting alight of, or the igniting or discharging of any type of object, 
including fireworks, signal or smoke flares is strictly prohibited. 
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Ange Postecoglou knew what to do. Even with one hundred thousand passionate 
South Americans chorusing behind, across and to either side of him, he refused to 
show one ounce of fear. 
His team had been crudely labelled by the English press as a semi-professional band 
of petrol pumpers from a penal backwater, but to Ange they were the champs. His 
champs. Australia's champs. And they bloody deserved to be there. 
Player for player, Postecoglou couldn't match the multi-million dollar outfit of Vasco 
de Gama. So he did something different. He took the game off the pitch and into his 
mind. He made it personal. He made it cerebral. The game would no longer be 
Edmundo vs Trimboli or Romario vs losifidis. It was now Postecoglou vs the brains- 
trust of Vasco de Gama. It was now an even playing field. What happens when all of a 
man's intelligence is focussed on how eleven players can place a ball into a net 5m x 
3m that another eleven players don't want them to? It becomes an obsessive inquiry 
into the physics, metaphysics and strategies of soccer, and Postecoglou becomes a 
hacker. A mad scientist aimed on splitting the atom of reality and devising a formula to 
ensure victory, Itis a job he performs every week in the National Soccer League. His 
charges are the physical manifestation of the game plan his mind conjures. He 
| analyses every kick, every header, every throw out. He makes a mental checkpoint of 
every passage of play and replays it over and over and over again inside his mind. 
And just when an opposing team thinks they know all the answers to South 
| Melbourne's strategy, Ange Postecoglou changes the questions. 


— Sere The 
[—} fg It began more than forty years ago, when an ambitious man 
named Theo Marmaras had the foresight to amalgamate three 
Struggling clubs - South Melbourne United, Hellenic and Yarra Park 
- and create South Melbourne Hellas. Marmaras wanted to form a 
wholly Melbourne team that would go only where the brave dared 
go and that would play a brand of soccer to be the envy of all 
others. 
The prototype for South Melbourne Hellas was unveiled in 1960 
and met with immediate success, winning the Victorian First 
Division North Championship - dropping only one competition 
point in the process, scoring 79 goals and conceding only 11. In 
the first year the club also reached the semi final of the Dockerty 
Cup before losing 0-2 to Hakoah. 
With success came the big names as South Melbourne began 
} recruiting an army of stars who would leave their indelible imprint 
onthe annals of Australian soccer. 
There was Ernie Ackerly, the fleet-footed former Manchester 
United apprentice; Jim Pyrgolios from Panathinaikos; silky winger 
Leo Damianakos from Kalamata who waited a whole year for his 
clearance to play with the new Australian glamour side; and Con 
Nestorides, a Greek legend, who at 37 led the club to a third 
consecutive Victorian State League Title (1966) and attracted a 
record number of fans through the turnstiles. 
However, no amount of recruiting - not even the import of ten Greek players in 1968 - 
could save South Melbourne from their great slump of the late 1960s. In 1970, the 
club decided to recruit locally, paying $3500 for Steve Walker from Lions and $6000 
for the great Jimmy Armstrong of Hakoah, a gun striker with a restless left foot. They 
also brought Ulysses Kokkinos back from Greece for $2000. 
In 1972, Bill Curran took over the reins and recruited Peter Bourne from English club 


Burnley. With Armstrong providing the fire power up front, a rambunctious 
South Melbourne overcame the star-studded George Cross outfit to win the 
championship on goal difference. In 1974, with Arthur Xanthopoulos an 
established star of the side, Bourne marshalling the midfield and Armstrong 
scoring almost at will, South Melbourne barnstormed the competition to win 
the championship four points clear 

.The South Melbourne machine continued to press ahead in 1975, winning the 
Dockerty Cup for the second successive year and drawing a record crowd of 
15,000 to their match against Heidelberg Alexander. After winning the State 
League nine points clear in 1976, South Melbourne entered the National 
Soccer League for the first time in 1977. They placed eleventh in the 
competition but proved top of the pops in terms of crowd support, drawing 
15,000 to their match against St George. 

The early 1980s saw South Melbourne come agonisingly close to topping the 
National League, with stars such as Branco Buljevic, Allan Evans and Charlie 
Egan scoring almostat will. 

In 1984, South Melbourne finally captured the big one, being crowned the 
National Soccer League Champions. Doug Brown scored 22 goals and Charlie 
Egan 11. Crowds in excess of 10,000 watched the new benchmark of the 
National League conquer all before them. A new monster in Australian soccer 
had been unearthed, 


An empty wrapper tumbles across the abandoned pitch, lodging itself in one of 
the hollow diamonds of a chainlink fence. A low riding Honda Prelude glides 
down Aughtie Drive, its muted bass groove cutting the silence, its metallic 
white rims glittering in the light of a sun that burns hot at noon on an early 
autumn day. 

On Sunday, the park comes alive as a blue and white army of thousands turn 
out to watch South Melbourne do what they do best - play the best brand of 
soccer inthe National League. 

‘Come on Lozza!' they scream as Goran Lozanovski, South's fleet-footed 
winger, explodes down the left side of the pitch. 

‘Nail it Kiwi!’ they cry as lanky New Zealand striker, Vaughan Coveny, twists and 
turns to create an opening inside the box. 

‘Go for it Clarky!' they yell as blonde dynamo David Clarkson makes another 
explosive run from midfield. 

Itis the fans, as much as the players, that make South Melbourne. Theirs 
is a vocal, undying passion. An unwavering loyalty. They file onto the 
terraces for each home game with wide smiles of anticipation for what 
their heroes - Loza, Cij, Lipa, Mus, Trimmers - will produce over the next 
90 minutes. With blue and white blood charging through their veins, they 
watch their stars move the ball around the pitch, eying them like giddy 
children surveying a swag of Christmas presents just waiting to be 
unwrapped. The Bob Jane Stadium heaves like a massive dragon with 
seven thousand litres of testosterone. And when South Melbourne 
scores, the stadium erupts, the dragon awakens, and you can't help but 
to be engulfed in the madness and the mania that is the Blue and White 
Army. Ifthe boys lose, the army will bow its head in defeat with them. But 
they'll be back again the next week, cheering their hearts out for their 
heroes. They may have lost this week's battle, but they haven't lost the 
war. They'll never lose the war. They'll never give in withouta fight. 
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‘UY season FIXTURE AND SMSC LINE-UP 


SOUTH MELBOURNE LINE-UP 


1. Milan Udvaracz GK 
2. Steve losifidis 

3. Fausto de Amicis 

4. Nick Orlic 

5. Con Blatsis 

6. David Clarkson 
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7. Steve Panopoulos 


8. Vaughan Coveny 
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9. Paul Trimboli 

10. Michael Curcija 
11. John Anastasiadis 
12. Richie Alagich 

13. Adrian Cuzzupe 
14. Anthony Magnacca 
15. Goran Lozanovski 
17. Jim Tsekinis 

18. Robert Liparoti 
19. Tas Psonis 

20. Chris Jones GK 
21. Rade Culibrk 

22. Mustafa Mustafa 
24. Andy Viahos 

25. Elias Demourtzidis 


Coach: Ange Postecoglou 


Assistant Coach: Carl Halford 3, 


1999/2000 Season Fixture 


Sunday, Oct 3 
Sunday, Oct 10 
Sunday, Oct 17 
Sunday, Oct 24 
Sunday, Oct 31 
Sunday, Nov 7 
Friday, Nov 12 
Sunday, Nov 21 
Saturday, Nov 27 
Sunday, Dec 5 
Sunday, Dec 12 
Sunday, Dec 19 
Thursday, Dec 23 
Tuesday, Dec 28 
Sunday, Jan 23 
Wednesday, Jan 26 
Sunday, Jan 30 
Wednesday, Feb 2 
Friday, Feb 4 
Sunday, Feb 13 
Saturday, Feb 19 
Sunday, Feb 27 
Wednesday, Mar 1 
Sunday, March 5 
Friday, March 17 
Sunday, March 26 
Friday, March 31 


Wollongong 
Northern Spirit 
Auckland Kings 
Gippsland Falcons 
Marconi 
Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide Force 
Canberra Cosmos 
Brisbane Strikers 
Parramatta Power 
Perth Glory 
Carlton 
Wollongong 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 
Sydney Olympic 
Newcastle 
Newcastle 
Northern Spirit 
Auckland Kings 
Gippsland Falcons 
Marconi 

Carlton 
Melbourne Knights 
Canberra Cosmos 
Brisbane Strikers 
Parramatta Power 


Lost 2-1 (Magnacca) 

Won 2-0 (Curcija 2) 

Lost 1-0 

Won 3-0 (Curcija 2, Blatsis) 
Lost 2-0 

Won 3-0 (Anastasiadis, Coveny 2) 
Draw 1-1 (Anastasiadis) 
Draw 2-2 (Anastasiadis, Lozanovski) 
Lost 5-1 (Curcija) 


(Panopoulos, Anastasiadis 
Won 4-2 ‘argpe Covenyy 


Lost 3-1 (Anastasiadis) 
Lost 2-1 (Curcija) 

Draw 1-1 (Curcija) 

Won 2-0 (Curcija, Coveny) 
Lost 6-0 

Won 2-0 (Panopoulos, Vlahos) 
Won 2-0 (Lozanovski, Curcija) 
Draw 2-2 (Coveny, Curcija) 
Draw 2-2 (Curcija, Goutzioulis) 
Lost 3-1 (Vlahos) 

Won 1-0 (Curcija) 

Lost 2-1 (Curcija) 


Won 1-0 (Trimboli 
won 0 Ge Bat 


Lost 4-2 (Anastasiadis, Liparoti) 
Draw 0-0 
Lost 1-0 


Wednesday, April 5 
Sunday, April 9 
Friday, April 14 
Saturday, Apr 22 
Tuesday, April 25 
Friday, April 28 
Sunday, May 7 


Adelaide Force 
Perth Glory 
Carlton 
Sydney United 
Carlton 
Newcastle 
Newcastle 


BOB JANE - 7:30 pm 

BOB JANE - 6.00 pm 
Olympic Park - 7.30 pm 
BOB JANE - 6.00 pm 
Olympic Park - 7.30 pm 
Breakers Stadium - 7.30 pm 
BOB JANE - 6.00 pm 


KARTSI’S CORNER 


If you had recently arrived in Melbourne from a foreign country and didn't 
know any better, you would've been led into thinking that Melbourne offered 
only two forms of sporting entertainment, Australian Rules Football and 
Cricket. The media circus surrounding the codes continues to grow, with 
electronic and print media inundating us with daily, or at times hourly 
information. 


Melbourne is a sports crazy city, offering sport fans an array of sporting 
entertainment throughout the year. Sports such as soccer, basketball and 
rugby have a relatively strong following throughout the community, yet the 
media coverage for the three codes combined would be lucky to reach 
twenty percent of that for the AFL. 


A group of disgruntled soccer fans called STAND have had enough of the 
poor coverage and have began a campaign to persuade Channel Seven and 
other television networks to provide adequate coverage of the game, in 
particular the NSL and Socceroos. The main gripe’of the group is that despite 
Channel Seven buying the rights to televise the NSL and Socceroos for 10 
years, two years into the arrangement, the coverage of the game is still 
inadequate. 


The group has written letters to many media outlets regarding their concerns 
and has consummated into an Australia wide campaign, which included 
rallies outside Channel Seven's Melbourne, Sydney and Perth studios, to put 
pressure on all television networks to give soccer appropriate coverage, But 
it isn't just the television media that is ignoring soccer, most radio stations, 
even those who pride themselves on their sports coverage, have continued 
to ignore the code. When was the last time you heard anything on FM radio 
about soccer? Many FM Radio stations have continuous sports updates 
throughout the day, but seldom do you hear about South Melbourne, 
Melbourne Knights, Carlton or even the Socceroos. 


Fortunately, Melbourne's two daily newspapers have been the best forms of 
soccer media in recent years, although | would encourage sports editors to 
increase this coverage. The Age and Herald-Sun have kept soccer fans 
continuously up to date with local and overseas soccer news. 


What can you do as a soccer fan? 


| encourage all soccer fans to get behind the ongoing fight for the media's 
recognition of soccer in Australia. For too long the media have kept soccer 
the best kept secret in sport resulting in apathetic soccer fans excepting the 
lack of coverage. 


There is strength in numbers so send a letter to the television or radio 
networks, get involved with the South Melbourne Supporters Group (who 
recently delivered a 3,700 signature petition to the three commercial 
television networks), or get behind STAND. They can'tignore us forever! 


For further information please e-mail me at kartsi@smscfan.com 


IN BLUE AND (alg 


1. Who is the most recent South Melbourne 
player to play in a World Cup? 


2. Name the player and the season of South 
Melbourne's last NSL top 
goal-scorer. 


3. What is the most number of goals any 
player has ever scored for South Melbourne 
in a single season and who was that 
player? 


4. How many Grand Finals has Fausto De 
Amicis played in? 


5. Prior to the finals, what position did 
South Melbourne finish in 1985? 


6. Against what team and in which season 
did South Melbourne last win a 
finals game outside of Melbourne? 


7. How many Championship Medals has 
Goran Lozanovski won? 


8. Which NSL club did Andy Vlahos play for 
before joining Panathinaikos? 


9. What is the most amount of goals that 
South Melbourne has conceded in a single 
season and what year was it? 


10. Which three South players once played 
for Adelaide Sharks? 


Note: Answers to Trivia Questions on page 24 
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PAUL TRIMBOLI DAVID CLARKSON GORAN LOZANOVSKI ANTHONY MAGNACCA 
Position: Striker Position: Midfielder Position: Midfielder Position; Striker 
25.2.69 Born: 1.2.68 Born: 14.1.74 Born: 9.4.78 
173. cm Height: 176 cm Height: 180 cm Height: 176 cm 
72 kg Weight: 70 kg Weight: 88 kg P Weight: 72 kg 
Last club: Sunshine GC Last club: Happy Valley (HK) Last club: Collingwood = Last club: Canberra 
Nickname: Trimmers Nickname: Clarky Nickname: Loza Nickname: Mags 


Shirt number: 9 Shirt number: = 6 Shirtnumber: 15 Shirtnumber; 14 


STEVE PANOPOULOS FAUSTO DE AMICIS JIM TSEKINIS RICHIE ALAGICH 
Position: Midfielder Defender Position: Striker Position: Midfielder 
Born: 23.6.75 26.6.68 Born; 8.5.75 5 30.10.73 
169 cm 170m Height: 177 cm 178 cm 
68 kg 65 kg Weight: 77 kg 74 kg 
Oakleigh (VIS) Melbourne Knights Last club: Adelaide Sharks Last club: Adelaide Sharks 
Pana Nickname: Nickname: immo Nickname: Gich 


Shirt number: 7 Shirt number: 3 Shirt number: 17 Shirtnumber: 12 


VAUGHAN COVENY STEVE IOSIFIDIS * MUSTAFA MUSTAFA MILAN UDVARACZ 

Position: Striker Position: Defender Position: Striker Position: Goalkeeper 

Born: 13.12.71 Born: 28.12.73 Born: 22.8,79 Born; 9.12.67 

Height: 188 cm Height: 184cm Height: 178cm Height: 190 cm 

Weight:: 84 kg Weight: 75 kg Weight: 69 kg Weight: 90 kg 

Last club: Wollongong Last club: Heidelberg UTD Last club: Melton Reds (VIS) Last club: Ferencvaros (Hungary) 
Nickname: Kiwi Nickname: Yosa Nickname: Mus Nickname: 


Shirt number: 8 Shirt number: 2 Shirt number: 22 Shirt number: 1 


CON BLATSIS ROBERT LIPAROTI ADRIAN CUZZUPE RADE CULIBRK 

Position: Defender Position: Defender Position: Midfielder Position: Defender 
Born: 6.7.77 Born: 2.4.78 Born: 6.8.80 Born: 19.7.82 
Height: 192 om Height: 193 cm Height: 178 cm Height: 175 cm 
Weight: 86 kg Weight: 89 kg Weight: 72 kg Weight; 72 kg 
Last club: AIS Last club: Bulleen Last club: Green Gully Last club: Springvale 
Nickname: Blats Nickname: Lipa Nickname: Nickname: Cull 

Shirt number: 5 Shirt number: 18 Shirtnumber; 13 Shirt number: 21 


MICHAEL CURCIJA CHRIS JONES TAS PSONIS ELIAS DEMOURTZIDIS 
Position: Striker Position: Goalkeeper Position: Midfielder Position: Striker 

Born: 27.6.7 Born: 10.7.75 Born: 16.4.81 Born: 25-6-81 
Height: 183 cm Height: 188 cm Height: 181 cm Height: 182 cm 
Weight:: 80 kg Weight: 88 kg Weight: 81 kg Weight: 79 kg 

Last club: AIS Last club: Karingal United \ Last club: Oakleigh Last club: Adelaide Sharks 
Nickname: Ci Nickname: Jonesy Nickname: Nickname: El 


Shirt number: 10 Shirt number: 20 Shirt number: 19 Shirt number; 25 


ANDY VLAHOS 


NICK ORLIC JOHN ANASTASIADIS ANGE POSTECOGLOU 

Position: Defender Position: Striker Position: Midfielder / Striker Manager / Coach 

Born: 6.8.70 Born: 13.8.68 Born: 20.4.76 

Height 191m Height: 179.cm Height: 171cm Born: 27.8.65 

Weight: 90 kg Weight: 78 kg Weight: 70 kg Playing Career: 1984-1993 

Last club: UTS Olympic Last club: PAOK (Greece) Last club: Panathinaikos (Greece) NSL games: 192 

Nickname: Niko Nickname: Nickname: NSL goals: 19 

Shirt number: = 4 Shirtnumber: 11 Shirtnumber: 24 Honours: 1984 - NSL Championship 


1991 - NSL Championship 
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GR|BBLES 


PATHOLOGY 


No-Charge Pathology Testing 
Ask Your Doctor 


Gribbles Pathology Services are FREE to patients if 
Medicare Bulk Billed by Doctor Request 


1868 Dandenong Road, Clayton VIC 3168 
Call Centre (Results): 1300 134 111 


, 
LOMEP OS) 
OMIROS COLLEGE 
GREEK LANGUAGE AND CULTURE SCHOOL 
82 Melville Road, Pascoe Vale, Vic 3044 
Telephone: (03) 9383 6055 Facsimile (03) 9383 6686 
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Bob Jane Stadium - Grand Stand Seating 


NO SMOKING AREAS 


jaf uU Ej 
vs A-Q Seats 1-52 


Please be advised that the above ales seats 
are smoke free areas at Bob Jane Stadium. 


a General 
= — 


—t Diagnostic 
52 Laboratories 
* Bulk-billed pathology service 


* Greek Speaking staff for your convenience 
* Servicing the Greater Melbourne Metropolitan area 


9808 2122 


Proud Sponsors of 
the South Melbourne Soccer Club 


IN BLUE AND 


SPOT THE MITRE BALL 
COMPETITION 


SEND ENTRIES TO: 


SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 


PO BOX 1349 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 3205 
NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
POSTCODE: PHONE: 
ANSWER: [| 


The winner will receive a FRI 


Mi 


ENTRIES CLOSE FRIDAY APRIL 14, 2000 


=. Geers! ~~ Proud Sponsors of 33 S222! 


itre soccer ball signed by the South Melbourne Squad. 


Diagnostic = Diagnostic 


Laoratores the Trimmers Club 3 tizeracories 


Have you ever wondered who puts together this match day program? Who those people 
are you see at various events handing out leaflets about South Melbourne? Those 
manning the stalls at events like the Antipodes and Brimbank Festivals? Selling 
merchandise at the Pro Shops and checking tickets on game days? 


Have you ever had an idea, you thought would be great, if only the club knew? Have you 
always wanted to get involved, but didn't know how to go aboutit? 


Well, the SMSC Supporter's Group is your answer. 


Established in 1997, it was formed by a initial group of 5 South supporters, who were 
frustrated with the way the club was heading and decided that they wanted to be part of 
the input into making it the premier soccer club in the country. Their involvement with 
the club is on a voluntary basis, which includes a variety of different activities like 
festivals, promotions at sporting events, the matchday program and also assistance on 
match day. 


Today, the group consists of 6 main members, representing a diverse range 
of nationalities and backgrounds, experiences and skills, from young to 
old. See for yourself. 


imas: 25 yr old, Civil Engineer, founding member of the 
SMSC Support Group and amember of the SMSC Marketing Sub- 
Committee. 
s: 28 yr old, Video Programmer, SG photographer, troublemaker 
& secretary of the South Melbourne Drinking Committee (obvious 
Eomedian ofthe group). 
kis: 23 yr old, Admin Assistant & marketing student, 
founding member of the SMSC Supporters Group, volunteer with club for 
the past 5 years. 
: 32 yr old, Market Researcher, born in the UK but also holding 
a New Zealand passport; striker for Uni Melbourne Blues in Prov Il (NW) 

: 28 yr old, Database Administrator, AngloAustralian "real" football 
lover, recent convert to the Australian Blue and White from the English Blue and White 
Portsmouth FC 

ichael Di dis: 18 yr old, Monash University Student studying Digital Systems, 
artistic and newest member of the SMSC Supporters Group. 


But after all is said and done, we need more help. There is so much a small group of 
passionate fans (and mind you, we are all members) can accomplish on their own. By 
all means, what we have accomplished is great, but so much more can be done to 
ensure that South Melbourne remains at the forefront of Australian soccer. The group 
meets on Monday nights at 6:30pm every fortnight (depending on availability of 
members and importance of activities) to discuss current issues and future 
promotions. 


So if your passionate about your club, and would like to help in anyway, whether it be a 
promotional activity in your area, assisting on matchdays or helping with a mail out, 
please getin contact with the Supporters Group. After all, South Melbourne Soccer Club 
is the people's club, and the Supporters Group is "The Voice of The People". 
Contact details: 

email: sg@smscfan.com 

postal: South Melbourne Supporters Group 

PO Box 2055 Lygon Street North, VIC 3057 

Phone: Peter 0412602932 Helen: 0402223376 


Fitzroy: 241 Smith St 


Pacific 


Chadstone Shopping Centre: Shop 350 


MELBOURNE ) OFFICE 

Level 2/342 Hawthorn Road, Caulfield Sth, Vic 3162 
Telephone: (03) 9523 1677 Facsimile: (03) 9523 1744 
SYDNEY HEAD OF : 

51 Parramatta Road, Five Dock, NSW 2046 

Telephone: (02) 9798 4433 Facsimile: (02) 9798 4477 


PROUD SPONSOR OF SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 


THE WAY TO GO! 


nazario 


Proud Suit Apparel Supplier 
of the South Melbourne Soccer Club 


9569 6636 
9417 1677 


MAJOR SPONSOR 
Viviannes Collection 


EQUIPMENT SPONSOR 
Puma Australia 


EXECUTIVE CORPORATE 
SPONSORS 

Bob Jane T-Marts 

Pacific Car & Truck Rental 
Parthenon Marble 
SmokeFree VicHealth 
General Diagnostic Laboratories 
Southern Motors 

Coburg Super Finish 
Rocket Batteries 

Original Juice Company 
Puma Australia 

Tooheys Brewery 


CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Gribbles Pathology 
Johnnie Walker 

Janne Martin Studios 
Olympic Airways 

Dietmar Scheidle & Co. 
Chris’ Greek Dips 
Tradescene 

Bauhaus Studio of Design 
Abcor Structural Steel 
Epson Australia 
Heathfort Oils 

Morgan’s Bakery 
Sawvidis & Co. 

Crown Posture Bedding 
LA Performance 

Aquila Shoes 

Foodies / Bingo Petroleum 
Care Park / Hidden Valley 


EXECUTIVE CORPORATE BOX 
HOLDER 
Dietmar Scheidle and Co. 


CORPORATE BOX HOLDERS 
Gribbles Pathology 
Morgan’s Bakery 

Epson Australia 

Care Park / Hidden Valley 


BALCONY VIP BOXES 
Aquila Shoes 

Foodies / Bingo Petroleum 
Coburg Super Finish 
Chris’ Greek Dips 
Heathfort Oils 

Abcor Structural Steel 
Original Juice Company 
LA Performance 

Sawvidis and Co. 

Crown Posture Bedding 
Security National Financial Services 


ADVERTISING SPONSORS 
Abcor Structural Steel 

Arthur G Designs 

Aquila Shoes 

Bank of Cyprus 

Bauhaus Studio of Design 
BMW Melbourne 

Bob Jane T-Marts 

Bob Jane Telecommunications 
Capital Insurance Brokers 
Care Park / Hidden Valley 

CBG Distributors 

Chris’ Greek Dips 

Coburg Super Finish 

Crown Posture Bedding 
Demos Property Services 
Dietmar Scheidle and Co. 
Emman’s Wireworks 
Foodies / Bingo Petroleum 
Formfile Print Management Group 
Gatorade 

General Diagnostic Laboratories 
Gribbles Pathology 
Heatherfort Oils 


Proud sponsors of 
South Melbourne Soccer Club 


South Yarra: 407 Chapel St. 9827 2055 
Richmond: 120 Bridge Rd... 9428 4545 
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YOUTH TEAM REPORT 


SOUTH MELBOURNE YOUTH TEAM Vs Knights Academy South Melbourne 4 
March 12, 2000 Knights Academy 1 
1. Grant Wallace 


A quality performance only marred by our poor finishing saw our Youth team win 


2. Patrick Kosnorbo comfortably over the Melbourne Knights Academy. 
3. lain Callaghan A tactical change saw Tasos Psonis move into an attacking role which proved 
dividends for South as they created many wonderful chances and provided headaches 
4. Laurent Honore for the opposition. { 
5. Theo Petidis The strong defensive system made up of young stars Kinsorbo, Callaghan and Honore 
6 on was a pleasure to watch as they provided incisive passes for two outstanding 
6. Jim Archimandritis midfielders Culibrk and Di Gioachino who had many dominant periods in the game 
which produced a comfortable victory to South. 
7. Adam Poole 
Saat A 18 March, 2000 
8. Shane DiGioacchino South Academy 1 South Melbourne Youth 4 
Albury Academ 1 Albury / Wodonga Youth 0 
9. Jovanco Novacevski % y Y 0 
. The opportunity to take both squads on the long journey up the Hume was appreciated 
10. Andrew Mashoian brake cy erie a 


11. Boris Orcin The Four hour trip had us arriving to a very hot and humid location but fortunately all 


12. Paul Stillitano the boys had hydrated sufficiently in anticipation of the conditions. 

i “ = — ———s 

. Our Youth Academy set about the task of rebuilding the teamwork they had displayed | 

13. Gareth Robbins over the summer and quickly took control of the game. The defense was well led by 
44. Scott Hynds Matthew Pace with strong support by Allan Vella. | 

” | 

A i A penalty awarded to South saw Theo Petidis put away a quality goal leaving the 

15. Sebastian Petrovich goalkeeper stranded. Late in the second half our boys lost concentration and allowed | 
16. Wayne Spiteri the Albury forwards to move into space and score the equaliser. | 


The S.M. Youth began swiftly with the clubs brilliant new signing Elias Demourtzidis | 
chipping the goalkeeper with only forty-five seconds played. A shaky Albury defense 


. were lucky not to concede a few more goals until a penalty was awarded to South 
Coach: John Kennedy which Adrian Cuzuppe calmly slotted in the bottom right hand corner. \ 
Assistant Coach: Rino DiGioacchino An unfortunate knee injury to Adam Poole in the second half disrupted South's 
. structure allowing Albury to string a few good pieces of play together. Tasos Psonis 
Managers: George Katsamhoukas was moved back into midfield which swung the game around for South who took 
David Poole Control and scored two great goals. 

Both squads should be complemented on their behaviour on such a hot and humid 

Answers to Trivia Question on Page 13 day. Also our thanks to Albury / Wodonga Soccer Club who offered us generous 
hospitality. 

Wooddin (1982) 
c ife (1992/1993, 
Doug Bone ETON: F 5. Ist National Youth League Ladder (after 17 Rounds) 
dney United (1994/95) 7. Three 
PO WEED a Pere GAPS 
vis 1 14 «1 3. 618 
Carlton 16 13° 3 0 6 9 42 
South Melbourne 
Melbourne Knights 17 9 2 6 46 34 29 
Bulleen Inter Kings 7 69 2 6 42 32 29 _— —— = <= 
SouthDandenong 18 8 3 6G 32 2 2 4 
Gippsland Falcons 17 7 4 6 34 #35 (25 | 
Fawkner Blues 64 3 9 8 4 15 | KE \ 
Melb. Knights Acad 16 3 2 1 14 3 Oo Oi 
Albury Wodonga 1862 «3 13 4«6«19°2«68 Ny 
Preston Lions 71 1 15 14 78 4 | i 
| as J 
= wm psi ape oo \ 6F22/9V 
T Proud Sponsor of 2a ROCK - 


Tw SOUtnMeIOUe SOCCER CIID. <A MaNG its: Bee ec a 


PROGRESSIVE VOTES 
AFTER 14 ROUNDS 
PLAYER VOTES 
Con BLATSIS 19 
Steve PANOPOULOS 7 
Steve IOSIFIDIS 15 
Chris JONES 13 
Robert LIPAROTI 13 
John ANASTASIADIS 10 
Michael CURCNA 10 
Vaughan COVENY 9 
David CLARKSON 8 
Nick ORLIC 7 
Paul TRIMBOLI 6 
Richie ALAGICH 5 
George GOUTZIOULIS 5 
Jim TSEKINIS 5 
Andy VLAHOS 4 
Goran LOZANOVSKI 4 
Fausto DE AMICIS 3 
Anthony MAGNACCA 3 


eee eee 


National\\VORLD 2 | 


oo ee, 


Present this ad, and make package 
booking over $1500 and go into the draw to 
win return flights to the Gold Coast and 2 
nights accommodation (conditions apply) 


242 Clarendon Street South Melbourne 
(03) 9690 7211 


eee ee i 


ER PLAYER VOTES > 


The South Melbourne Soccer Club is extremely pleased this competition is expanding in 


popularity and expresses its gratitude to United Distillers and Johnnie Walker Scotch 
Whisky for its continued support. 


Round 24 3 RobertLIPAROT! 
vs. Mefbourne Knights 2 Richie ALAGICH 

1 Michael CURCHA 
Round 26 3 Chris JONES 
vs. Canberra Cosmos 2 David CLARKSON 

1 John ANASTASIADIS 
Round 27 3 Richie ALAGICH 
vs. Brisbane Strikers 2 Steve IOSIFIDIS 

1 Anthony MAGNACCA 


Pre-season signing Richie Alagich has been the rapid mover in March receiving 5 votes 
from a possible 9 to move to equal 10th. Robert Liparoti has also made a late dash 
moving to equal 4th following a string of impressive performances over the past two 
months. Both Steve losifidis and Chris Jones took advantage of Con Blatsis' absence to 
bridge the gap, however, Blatsis stills remains 2 points clear on top. 


Travel 


ot 
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OUR VISITORS - ADELAIDE FORCE 


SMSC v Adelaide Force 
Wednesday, April 5, 2000 7.30pm 


Tonight we welcome Zoran Matic and Adelaide Force to Bob Jane Stadium. The Force, 
formerly known as Adelaide City, are one of only three clubs alongside South Melbourne 
and Marconi to have competed in the NSL since its inception in 1977. During their glory 
days in the 1990's under Zoran Matic, the club competed in every grand final between 
1992 and 1995, winning titles in 1892 and 1994, Matic came to Australia in 1973 from 
Yugoslavia and after a brief playing career, coached Adelaide City to three championships. 
After short spells at Collingwood Warriors and Marconi, he returned to Adelaide for the 
1999/2000 season. 


Last season the club maintained its envious record of making the finals every season 
since 1989/90. Yel, the Force started this season in uncharacteristically poor form. A 3-0 
foss to Canberra saw Adelaide begin the séason with only one win from 11 games. A 6-2 
victory over the Strikers, however, with Aurelio Vidmar scoring twice, saw the team begin 
its steady climb up the table and four consecutive wins over Carlton, Sydney United, 
Newcastle and the Kingz confirmed the club as genuine finals contenders once again. 


Adelaide transferred three regulars during the off-season. David Terminello (Carlton), 
Dino Menillo (Kingz) and Bradley Armour (Adelaide Sharks) alt left the club but their toss 
was compensated by the return of former Socceroo Aurelio Vidmar from Sanfreece 
Hiroshima. The 33-year-old, capped 35 times by Australia, is ending a glittering career 
that includes spells in Belgium, Holland, Spain and Japan. Ivan Zelic (Canberra), Corey 
Artone (Adelaide Sharks) and Nathan Day (Sydney United) also joined the club but in 
recent weeks, Vilson Knezevic has left for trials in Croatia while defender Attila Hornjik has 
returned to Yugoslavia. 


Only Alex Tobin has remained with Adelaide since Aurelio Vidmar's first stint at the club. 
Tobin signed for the club in 1984 and has played in excess of 420 NSL games, winning 
three titles and 87 caps for Australia. 
The club's strong playing squad also 
includes South Korean, Dang-Ki Kim, 
who recently played his 50th NSL 
game, as well as striker Damian Mori. 
Melbourne-born, Mori started his 
career with Sunshine, the Knights and 
South, and was an Olyroo at the 
Barcelona Olympics in 1992. Just 
recently, Mori broke Rod Brown's 
NSL goal-scaring record to become 
the highest All time NSL goal scorer. 
One of the clubs’, and Australian 
soccer's newest and brightest 
talents, is Louis Brain. The 17 year- 
ald became Force's youngest 
debutant in a decade and the clubs’ 
youngest ever goal scorer. Brain 
played in the recent Under 17 World 
Youth Cup in New Zealand, helping 
Australia reach the final. 


IN BLUE AND 


ADELAIDE LINE-UP 


2. Gianluca Ligati 

3. Ivan Zelie 

5. Alex Tobin 

6. Carlo Talladira 

7. Damian Mori 

8. Carl Veart 

9. Nick Sabljak 

10. Aurelio Vidmar 
12. Nathan Day 

14, Michael Cartwright 
15. Louis Brain 

16. Matthew Kemp 
17. Angelo Costanzo 
18. Bradley Hassell 
19. Claudio Pelosi 
20. Adrian Cagalj GK 
21. Dong Ki Kim 


Coach: Zoran Matic 
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Perth Glory 
Wollongong Wolves 
Marconi Stallions 
Sydney Olympic 
Newcastle Breakers 
Carlton SC 

Adelaide City 
Parramatta Power 
Brisbane Strikers 
Auckland Kingz 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
Melbourne Knights 
Northern Spirit 
Gippsland Falcons 
Canberra Cosmos 
Sydney United 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


16 Michael Curcija (South Melbourne) 
16 Pablo Cardozo (Sydney Olympic) 

15 John Buonavoglia (Newcastle Breakers) 
14 Damian Mori (Adelaide City) 


28 
28 
28 
28 
27 
27 
28 
27 


28 
28 
28 
28 
28 


NSL TABLE AND RESULTS 


FSG 
8 6 
14 6 8 42 
ee ae Ce 
13 8 7 4 
13 6 9 44 
11 7 9 39 
11 5 11 43 
10 8 10 36 
11 5 11 45 
10 6 12 30 
10 3 10) 35 
6 8 14 li 
6 it 15 36 
4 5 19 16 


ROUND 28 RESULTS 


Adelaide City vs Sydney Olympic 
Canberra Cosmos vs Carlton 

Parramatta Power vs South Melbourne 
Brisbane Strikers vs Newcastle Breakers 
Gippsland Falcons vs Auckland Kingz 
Perth Glory vs Sydney United 

Marconi Stallions vs Northern Spirit 
Melbourne Knights vs Wollongong Wolves 


Go your own way.” 


Ansett AusTRALIA 


NSL TABLE After Round 28 


BNMONNONS 


NSL MATCHES AND STATISTICS 


SOUTH MELBOURNE PLAYER STATISTICS 


‘Steve lositidis 
Fausto De Amicis 
Nick Orlic 

(Con Biatsis 

David Clarkson 
[Steve Panopoulos 
Vaughan Coveny 
Paul Trimbolt 
Michael Curcija 
John Anastasiadis 
Richie Alagich 
Adsian Curzupe 
Anthony Magnacca 
|Goran Lozanovski 
George Goutzioulis 
sim Tsekinis 
Robert Liparoti 
|Tasos Psonis 
Chris Jones 
lade Culiork 
Mustafa Mustafa 
Andy Viahos 

Elias Demourtzidis 


TOTAL GAMES TOTAL GOALS 


0 i 
24 0 2 
Fal f) 2 
24 0 2 
20 1 4 
20 1 6 
5 2 3 
26 5 3 
19 i 2 
21 16 5 
2 7 4 
12 0 - 
0 f) 2 
19 1 2 
a 2 5 
15 1 5 
8 o 1 
24 1 6 
0 0 : 
18 0 - 
f) 0 : 
1 0 - 
9 2 3 
0 0 : 


ROUND 29 MATCHES 


South Melbourne vs Adelaide Force* 


Newcastle Breakers vs Parramatta Power 
Northern Spirit vs Melbourne Knights 
Auckland Kingz vs Marconi Stallions 


Gippsland Falcons vs Brisbane Strikers 


Sydney United vs Carlton 
South Melbourne vs Perth Glory 


Wollongong Wolves vs Adelaide City Force 


Sydney Olympic vs Canberra Cosmos 


* Denotes Catch-up games. 


IN BLUE AND (gli 


SOUTH MELBOURNE SCORERS 


16 Michael Curcija 
John Anastasiadis 
Vaughan Coveny, 
Goran Lozanovski, Steve Panopoulos, 
Andy Viahos 
Con Blatsis, Anthony Magnacca 
Paul Trimboli, Robert Liparoti, 
David Clarkson, George Goutzioulis 


PERTH GLORY LINE-UP 
2. Robert Trajkovski 

3. Jamie Harnwell 

4, Aurelio Schwertz 

5. Vinko Buljubasic 

6. Gareth Naven 

7. Scott Miller 

8. Troy Halpin 

9, Alistair Edwards 

10. Bohby Despotovski 
11. Kasey Wehrman 
12. Peter Buljan 

13, James Afkos 

14, Dion Valle 

15. Edgar Aldrighi Junior 
18. Hamilton Thorp 
19. John Carbone 

20, Tony Franken GK 
21. Ivan Ergic 

22. Ljubo Milicevic 
23. Jason Petkovic GK 
24. Aaron Cole 

25. Gary Faria 

30 Tommi Tomic 


Coach: Bernd Stange 
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OUR VISITORS - PERTH GLORY _ 


SMSC v Perth Glory 
Sunday, April 9, 2000 6.00pm 


Today we welcome Bernd Stange and Perth Glory to Bob Jane Stadium. Glory 
made the finals in 1998/99 for the first time and defeated Adelaide City and Marconi 
in front of massive crowds at the WACA before losing to Sydney United in the 
Preliminary final. Despite being in the top three for most of the season, their form 
has been inconsistent. Losses in Victoria to Gippsland, Melbourne Knights and 
Gariton have hurt their minor premiership aspirations but they have also 
demonstrated their title credentials with exciting wins over the Knights 6-2, Cariton 
4-2, South Melbourne 3-1 and Kingz 4-1 in Auckland. Perth coach Bernd Stange 
held the helm at East German Club, Carl Zeiss Jenam, between 1972 and 1978, 
winning two titles in the process. He then was selected National coach with East 
Germany between 1978 and 1980 and again between 1983 and 1988 after a short 
spell as coach of the GDR's Olympic team. After coaching Dnepr in Ukraine, Hertha 
Berlin and VfB Leipzig, Stange moved to Perth. Such is his popularity amongst 
Glory fans that a ground swelt of support led to the club extending his contract 
beyond this season. 


During the off-season, many of the club's players from its inception team in 1996 
departed. Dual Player of the Year Danny Hay and ‘keeper Danny Milosevic have 
joined Leeds United, Craig Deans and John Markovski have moved to Carlton, 
Gavin Wilkinson has returned home to play for the Kingz, and Paul Strudwick has 
retired. Free-kick expert Con Boutsianis has recently jained English 1st division 
club Bolton. Prolific scorer Peter Buljan (Canberra), Hamilton Thorp (Adelaide 
Sharks), Edgar (Gremio) and Chilean Dion Valle have joined the club. 


With the squad available, Perth will have a big say in the destination of the title. 
Jason Petkovic and Tony Franken have shared the goalkeeping duties. 35 year-old 
Franken has played for several clubs including Sydney Olympic and Sydney United 
as well as representing Australia at the 1983 World Youth Cup in Mexico. Ex- 
Adelaide City ‘keeper Petkovic has represented Australia 10 times. Attacking right- 
back Robert Trajkovski has represented Australia and played for Melbourne Zebras, 
Sydney United and Cariton in the NSL. 31 year-old striker Alistair Edwards has been 
in prolific form and is the club's top scorer. The former Rangers and Olympic striker 
also played in Asia and helped Olympic win their only title in 1990. Other stars 
include hard-working captain Gareth Naven, former Victorian striker Bobby 
Despotovski, skilful ex-Newcastle midfielder Troy Halpin, and Olyroo and Soccerco 
Kasey Wehrmann who helped Brisbane win their first title in 1996/1997. 


You'll be amazed 
how far we go. 


The Olympics, live from Sydney, 
September 15 to October t, 2000. 


OFFICIAL SUPPLIERS TO THE — 
SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 
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Viviannes Collection Proudly Welcomes You To The World Of Exclusive Designer 
Label Fashion With Our 2000 Spring/Summer Collection. 


Viviannes Collection Australia Pty Ltd is 
committed to producing exclusive 
Australian-made, quality ladies designer 
fashion at affordable prices. 


Our Designer Label garments come 
direct to you and your guests through 
personal in-home presentations by our 
fully trained Consultants. 


With exclusive classic designs, romantic 
textured fabrics and alluring colours, our 
garments are stylish, flattering, trans- 
seasonal and comfortable. 


To become a Viviannes Collection™ 


Consultant, or to book your own 
in-home presentation, please 


- telephone 1800 677 661. 


Australia Pty Ltd 
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ofibre spandex 
inglet 


